A SAILOR HAS COME TO
COURT TO SAY THAT HE HAS BEEN SIX
YEARS ON THE LONGEST VOYAGE. HE
CLAIMS THAT THE EARTH IS ROUND,
NOT FLAT.
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Infroduction

Active assessment in

science

Part of a teacher’s job is to assess
pupils. It's included in the job
description. However, even if
assessment were not a requirement,
good teachers would continue to
assess pupils. They know that
assessment informs them about
what pupils have learnt, indicates
what pupils may be finding difficult
and helps them to

assessment to take place and
assessment acts as a stimulus to both
thinking and learning. That may sound
ambitious, but we believe that good
teachers already do this. This book
draws on this good practice to provide

real guidance on how to go about it.

Building on research

This book builds on recent research and

guidance on assessment,

adjust their teaching

especially that
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to maximise pupils Thinking, learning ¥ 4
S " Wiliam (1998), the
learning. and assessiment can

This book is about a creative and

active assessment in integrate

science in primary

be linked together

Assessment Reform

n
Group (1999) and Black

e x99 | etal (2002). These

publications have been

highly influential in

and secondary
schools. It is about how thinking,
learning and assessment can be
linked together in a creative and
integrated fashion, so that thinking

promotes learning, iearning enables

raising the profile of
assessment and in offering guidance
on how assessment can be made more
effective. The principles that they put

forward underpin our writing. We have

o



1 assessment acts as a stimulus to both

translated these principles into
practical strategies that can be used in

the classroom during science lessons.

Assessment and learning:

research into practice

Most of the book is therefore taken up
with descriptions of practical
strategies for assessment and learning
in science. Each strategy is described

in terms of:
what it is
how teachers can use it
how it can help with assessment
how it can help with learning
We have also provided illustrations of

what these strategies might look like

in the classroom, set in the context of
AffFarant arance ~ £ ecmrinnra A rmAanatriv i
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Part 3 provides an overview of the

thinking and learning.j}

strategies and the contexts in which
they are set. For each strategy there
are two illustrations. The first
illustration is likely to be suitable for
younger learners while the second
illustration is for older learners. These
illustrations are also provided
separately on the accompanying CD
ROM. The CD also provides additional
resources and allows you to use a data
projector to share the activity with the
whole class and to interact with the

text using the normal interactive
highlighting ).

if you are intending to improve your
understanding and practice in
assessment in science and would

welcome guidance on how to make it
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